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Who We Are

Trees for Life empowers 
people by demonstrating 
that in helping each 
other, we can unleash 
extraordinary power that 
impacts our lives.
 
This movement started by 
enabling people around 
the world to help plant 
fruit trees in developing 
countries. Now it has 
matured to where Trees for 
Life provides a platform for 
people of various disciplines 
to work on long-term 
fundamental solutions 
to problems in the areas 
of education, health and 
environment.

In 2013 the main focus of Trees for Life was in 
two areas: Moringa and education.

Preserving Moringa

Those who have followed Trees for Life over the 
past 20 years know that spreading awareness of the 
nutritional and medicinal potential of the Moringa 
tree has been a major focus.

This year we partnered with Dr. Mark Olson, who 
runs the Olson Lab at the Institute of Biology, Na-
tional Autonomous University of Mexico, to help 
set up a collection of living samples (or “germ-
plasm”) of all the known varieties of Moringa, in 
the village of Agua Caliente, Jalisco, Mexico.

This project is a quantum leap forward for the 
Moringa movement, as it will preserve accurately 
identified and genetically pure samples of Moringa 
for future research and propagation. Plans call for 
the collection to be replicated at other sites around 
the world. 

This effort has already led to plans by researchers 
in the USA, Mexico and the Philippines to collabo-
rate in genome work, which will lay an important 
foundation for further research into the many 
potential uses of Moringa to benefit the world.

Improving education through teacher training

Even before the basic elements of survival have 
been achieved, people want access to education. 
As one man articulated it, “We know there are only 

two ways to escape from poverty: at your funeral, or 
through education.” 

Books for Life, an educational branch of Trees for 
Life, is a response to that fundamental need.

One of the major roadblocks to education in poor areas 
is a lack of trained teachers. Most teachers who serve 
the poor work very hard for extremely low salaries and 
have practically no training. So the potential of many 
millions of children lies undeveloped. Books for Life is 
directing a collaborative force to address this issue. 

Through years of research and development, an IT-
based platform has been developed that will permit 
the well-trained teachers of the world to share their 
knowledge and skills with those in need. The resulting 
teacher training lessons can be easily translated and 
adapted to any language and culture. These lessons 
will be freely available to all.

This platform can be used not only for academic 
education, but also for sharing knowledge and skills in 
practically any discipline. 

This, in our experience, is a major development that 
holds tremendous promise for our world. We have 
been testing various versions for the past several years. 
We believe we now have a version that meets the needs 
of the people. 

Reaching this stage of development was our main 
focus during 2013, and our team put forth a herculean 
effort to make that happen. 

We look forward to our work in 2014 and beyond with 
great enthusiasm.



Inspiring people to help themselves

But for us, it’s not about the number of trees planted. 
Much more important is the fact that tree planting 
inspires people to do more to help themselves. Trees for 
Life isn’t about trees—it’s about Life. It’s about awakening 
the spirit in people and empowering them to address 
the needs of their own community.

Trees for Life started in the early 1980s with planting 
fruit trees in India. We emphasized creating awareness, 
training people to plant and care for trees, and providing 
the resources needed. Each recipient pledged to help at 
least two others.

It’s About Life
The program grew rapidly in India and spread to 
Guatemala, Cambodia, Nepal, Costa Rica, Haiti, 
Indonesia, Brazil, Mexico, Ethiopia, Nicaragua and El 
Salvador. As a result, people planted tens of millions  
of fruit trees.

Local ownership

Local people contribute a large portion of funding and 
resources, often making great sacrifices. People from 
various segments of society provide land, labor and in-
kind contributions. Our international network provides 
key elements that are lacking locally. 

Creating models

Our task is not to solve the problems of the world. We 
aim to create a few models that, if successful, may 
inspire others to solve their own problems. We are not 
a factory manufacturing the antidote to a disease for 
sale. Rather, we are like a laboratory developing new 
antidotes.

Long-term focus

Many groups focus on serving immediate needs, which 
is very good and necessary. We, however, focus on the 
long term. We work mostly in the background, focus-
ing on how people can make a major paradigm change. 
While results are not always immediate, the long-term 
impact can be very deep and widespread.

Tools of empowerment

We focus on developing and providing the tools of em-
powerment to local leaders who can create hope in their 
communities. Empowerment in our case means:

A “miracle tree”

The Moringa tree (Moringa oleifera) literally saves lives. 
Its edible leaves help prevent deadly diseases by provid-
ing large amounts of essential nutrients like vitamin A, 
protein, calcium, vitamin C and potassium. People use 
every part of the tree for beneficial purposes ranging 
from traditional medicine to purifying water.

Moringa also happens to 
grow in parts of the world 
where malnutrition is the 
worst—exactly where it is 
most needed. The problem 
is that most people are sim-
ply not aware of its value.
Trees for Life spent more 
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School support

We also provided support to a preschool in the town of 
Tisma, Nicaragua. This preschool provides education to 
approximately 30 to 40 children each year who other-
wise would not be able to get an education. 

an educational branch  
of Trees for Life

Cookstoves and agroforesty

Villagers in the region of El Cerado in western Domini-
can Republic suffer due to vast deforestation—the land 
they try to farm is literally becoming a desert. This year, 
Trees for Life supported the efforts of these villagers to 
preserve and improve their environment through agro-
forestry and building of fuel-efficient cooking stoves. 
These stoves use less than half the wood of open fires, 
protect children from burns, and preserve health by tak-
ing smoke out of the house through a stovepipe. 

than 15 years developing and testing educational tools 
about Moringa. We now distribute materials to help 
people in many countries spread awareness of Moringa’s 
potential benefits. 
We also share 
information world-
wide through our 
website. 

Over the years, 
we have been 
instrumental in 
raising awareness 
of Moringa among 
political, scientific 
and medical lead-
ers around the world. This awareness has led to a large 
number of research studies being conducted around the 
globe, which has opened doors for widespread use of 
Moringa by people in parts of the world where malnutri-
tion is an issue.  

As a result, Trees for Life has inspired people and  
governments worldwide to plant Moringa. We have 
heard that more than 200 million have been planted  
in Africa alone. 

In 2013 we also supported the establishment of a Mor-
inga germplasm collection in Mexico, which will preserve 
living plant material from all of the known varieties of 
Moringa for future research and propagation.

Books for Life

Education is a key to empowerment, and a major key 
to education is literacy and reading. Books for Life, an 
educational branch of Trees for Life, introduces people 
to the joy of reading and learning. This year we worked 
in two main areas: donated books and teacher training.

Donated books

Books for Life provided donated books to libraries and 
schools in poor communities around the world. Books 
were provided to communities in Cameroon, El Salva-
dor, Ghana, Guatemala, India, Kenya, Liberia, Namibia, 
Nigeria, Nicaragua, Romania, South Africa, Tanzania, 
Uganda and Zambia.

Teacher training

One of the major barriers to education in developing 
countries is the lack of well-trained teachers. We are 
working to create a bridge to transfer the knowledge 
of education experts to teachers who need training. To 
accomplish this, we envision a worldwide movement 
of people working together to create teacher training 
lessons.

In 2013, our team continued development and testing 
of different versions of these teacher training lessons. 
They are in the form of simple, animated and live videos 
that share the basic principles and strategies of teaching. 
We believe we now have a version that will meet the 
need. This year we also began experimenting with how 
universities and other groups can be involved in creating 
these lessons. 
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Use of Funds 2013

Trees for Life is qualified as a charitable 
organization under Section 501(c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code. Contributions 
to Trees for Life are tax-deductible to the 
extent permitted by law. Board of Trustees 
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Sources of Income

Use of Funds

Three-Year Average
2011 - 2013

Individuals 
41%

Businesses &  
Organizations  

39%

Congregations 
1%

Other 
19%

Current services and  
designated for future services

77%

Fund-Raising
8%

Fund-Raising
8%

Administration
15%

Administration
15%

Statement of Activities for the year  
ended December 31, 2013

REVENUE SOURCES 

EXPENSES

NET ASSETS

493,334
1,338 

96,680 
$591,352

106,489
220,237
326,726 
34,039 
62,306

$423,071

1,004,868
163,152
5,000  

 $1,173,020

Contributions 
In-kind Services 
Interest income 
Total Revenuse

Program services 
USA  

World  
Subtotal 

Total expenses

Unrestricted net assets 
Temporarily restricted net 

Permanently restricted net 
Total Net Assets

Fundraising             
Management

Where does my gift go?
To help the greatest number of families move toward self-reliance, Trees for Life does not use its limited resources to track 
individual gifts from donation to distribution to specific families. Instead, your gift supports the entire mission of Trees for Life.  
We use your gift where it can do the most good by combining it with the gifts of others to help transform entire communities. 
Your gift is tax deductible, and will be used to help people move from poverty to a sustainable life of hope.

Our Commitment

To service, not growth. In order  
to serve others we wish to remain 
small, responsible and responsive 
to the needs of the people  
we serve.

To remain non-institutionalized— 
so that we may be able to feel the 
heartbeat of the people we are 
committed to serve. To remain 
committed to serve from the 
context of sacrifice, not power.

Current services and  
designated for future services

77%


